
“PRIME TIME” Family Reading Time 

  

Gladys Walters 

PIRC Assistant Director 

    At Louisiana PROMISE, 

parents are supported by cer-

tified Parent as Teachers 

(PAT) educators who are 

specially trained to analyze 

information on early child-

hood development and trans-

late this information into spe-

cific instructional material 

that is used to advise fami-

lies. By understanding what 

to expect during each stage 

of  early childhood develop-

ment, parents can easily  

capture and pursue teach-

able everyday life moments. 

PAT is offered  to families 

living in Caddo and Bossier 

Parish. PAT is a parent edu-

cation and family support 

program that works with 

families from pregnancy 

until the child enters kinder-

garten.  

    As participants in the 

PAT program, families re-

ceive personal visits during 

which the parent educator 

will share age-appropriate 

activities to enhances their 

child's language skills, intel-

lectual growth, social com-

munication, and motor 

skills. The program also 

helps parents learn to observe 

their child and even address 

parenting concerns. 

    Louisiana PROMISE of-

fers parent group meetings, 

which give parents the op-

portunity to share informa-

tion about their parenting 

issues. In addition, parents 

learn to support each other, 

and they observe their chil-

dren with other children and 

practice parenting skills. The 

program also provides free 

hearing and  vision screen-

ings. For information about 

the Parents as Teachers Born 

to Learn program, contact 

Gladys Walters at 318-429-

6968 or visit the web at 

www.lpirc.org. 

Deanna Martinez 

PIRC Hispanic Coordinator  

    Louisiana PROMISE is 

glad to announce that it will 

host another bilingual series 

in both English and Spanish. 

PRIME TIME is a Family 

Reading Time program. 

PRIME TIME is a fun, fam-

ily event that promotes read-

ing over a six week series. 

Each session includes story-

telling, discussion of the 

books, dinner, and door 

prizes. The program is de-

signed for families with 

children ages six and older.  

    There is also a preschool 

room where younger chil-

dren can participate in sto-

rytelling and learning activi-

ties. The series is entitled 

ñOnward & Upward,ò which 

will be held each Monday 

from October 5th through 

November 9th at 6:00 p.m.   

    This program is free and 

open to all interested fami-

lies. For more information, 

contact the Hispanic Coordi-

nator, Deanna Martinez at 

318-429-6967 or e-mail at  

deamartinez@voanorthla.org. 
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ñOur worst fear is not that 

we are inadequate, but our 

deepest fear is that we are 

powerful beyond measure.ò 

~Marianne Williamson 

Family Resource Center  



Kamesha West 

PIRC Program Assistant  

    The Parent Information and Resource 

Centers (PIRC) leaders and our state 

PIRC, also known as Louisiana PROM-

ISE, gathered in Washington, DC, for 

the National PIRC Project Directorsô 

Conference on July 22ï24.  PIRCs mis-

sion is to promote parental involvement 

policies and activities that can lead to 

success in academic achievement. 

   PIRC directors, PIRC staff, and par-

ent representatives who attended the 

conference received information about 

recent developments in parental and 

community involvement practices. 

    Courtney Dawson, a dedicated PAT 

parent, was chosen to accompany Louisi-

ana PROMISEôs program director and 

assistant director to the conference.  

ñThe information provided during the 

conference bridged the gaps between 

parents, communities, policies, and pro-

grams aimed to bring all parties together 

as a whole,ò Courtney stated.  

    The conference was organized around 

four sectors: early childhood parent edu-

cation; statewide leadership and partner-

ships; communicating with parents about 

state and local report cards, public school 

choice, and supplemental education 

services; and Title I parental involve-

ment strategies. Courtney says, ñthe 

PIRC project is an important part of our 

community that keeps parents informed 

and aware of the changes in education. I 

loved the experience; I obtained lots of 

useful information to help me in the 

future with my childrenôs education.ò 

   The conference was hosted by the 

U.S. Department of Education and the 

National PIRC Coordination Center. To 

read more about the national conference 

and presentations please visit the web at 

www.nationalpirc.org/conference2009/. 

PAT Parent Attends National Directors Conference 

center with a proper welcome as a new 

addition to the LightHouse programs.  

The key presenter will be Jerri Mack, a 

representative of the Louisiana Office of 

Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA). 

She will talk about TOPS, Financial Aid, 

and the FAFSA.  

    In addition, local admission recruiters 

and other facilitators will be available to 

provide students and parents with vital 

information on preparing for college, fi-

nancial literacy, and other topics pertain-

ing to life after high school. This initiative 

carries out Volunteers of Americaôs 

LightHouse mission to ñpoint our partici-

pants in the direction of their dream 

and help them to achieve it.ò At the 

Family Resource Center, we realize 

the endless possibilities that a secon-

dary education offers, and would like 

to garner your support to help the com-

munity achieve this possibility. If you 

have any questions about the College 

Knowledge Fair please call Christolyn 

Moses at 318-221-8404, ext. 341.  

    The College Resource Center will 

be housed inside the Family Resource 

Center located at Volunteers of Amer-

ica Highland Center, 520 Olive Street, 

Suite C-03 (basement office).  

Christolyn Moses 

Family Resource Center Manager 

    The College Resource Center is well 

on its way to becoming a reality for 

Volunteers of Americaôs LightHouse 

programs. The College Resource Center 

will encompass ACT preparation mate-

rial, Occupational Handbooks, bro-

chures, and information from various 

colleges and universities on the admis-

sion process and the general college 

knowledge resources.  

    The ribbon cutting and College 

Knowledge Fair will be held October 

8th, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. to provide the 

Ribbon Cutting: College Knowledge Fair 
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ñAnd no matter what you want to do with your life ï I guarantee that youôll need an education 

to do it. You want to be a doctor, or a teacher, or a police officer? You want to be a nurse or an 

architect, a lawyer or a member of our military? Youôre going to need a good education for 

every single one of those careers. You canôt drop out of school and just drop into a good job. 

Youôve got to work for it and train for it and learn for it.ò 

 ~President Barack Obama~ 



schools, employers and other commu-

nity agencies have collaborated to make 

the Career Vision Program a success. 

ñOur Career Vision staff is thrilled 

about Career Visionôs new GED class 

and the participants are eager and ex-

cited about learning,ò said GED Instruc-

tor Mrs. Bryant. The Career Vision par-

ticipants also attend training and classes 

offered through the program such as: 

¶ Work Readiness Training 

¶ Computer Training 

¶ Goal Setting & Decision Making 

¶ Conflict Resolution   

¶ Social Skills Training 

   After participants obtain their GED 

they have the option to further their 

education or go into the workforce. For 

more information call Melinda Bryant 

at 318-425-0618, ext 378. 

    

Kamesha West 

PIRC Program Assistant  

    Louisiana PROMISE participated in 

15 back-to-school nights in Shreveport. 

The primary focus was to attend nine of  

the 2009 ñCaddo Parish Targeted 

Schools.ò The initiative promoted out-

reach and awareness to parents in the 

community. PIRC staff passed out over 

1,000 resource toolkits that included in-

formation about the Family Resource 

Center and Louisiana PROMISE pro-

grams and services. The programôs mis-

sion is to foster partnerships with local 

schools in order to establish a better 

communication with parents. PIRC ad-

vocates for more parental involvement 

and the importance of early childhood 

education. ñOur area schools had a 

great parent turn out,ò said Certified 

Parent Educator Helen Barrow. The 

schools attended averaged 100 parents 

per school. If you are interested in 

learning more about our programs or if 

you would like to request our Parent 

and Family Resource Guide please con-

tact Kamesha West at 318-429-6964. 

Getting the Message Out at Back-to-School Nights  

Melinda Bryant 

Career Vision GED Instructor 

    The Career Vision Program of Vol-

unteers of America aims to help youth 

ages 17 to 21 achieve their educational 

and career goals. The City of Shreve-

port and Career Vision staff worked 

rigorously to add General Educational 

Development (GED) to the program. 

Morning and afternoon classes began 

August 3, 2009 and are held Monday-

Friday. Other Volunteers of America 

Programs such as the Family Resource 

Center, Dress For Success, The Light-

House, local universities and technical 
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The Career Vision Program 

Louisiana PROMISE Participates in Reading Carnival  
Kamesha West 

PIRC Program Assistant  

    Louisiana Association for the Blind 

hosted a successful  reading carnival in 

August. The carnival had a newspaper 

theme to encourage students to read 

more print literature. ñWeôre hoping 

this will encourage children to read 

more than the comics,ò said Association 

Director Tim Tyler. A video was also 

shown to participants to educate them 

on blindness and learn more about the 

services offered by the Association.         

     Helen Barrow, a Louisiana PROM-

ISE Certified Parent Educator, was in-

vited to help build studentsô interest and 

motivate students to read more books. 

Helen has a Masterôs Degree in Library 

Science from Louisiana State University, 

and was able to recommend appropriate 

books for children of all ages. In partici-

pation with the program, Louisiana 

PROMISE donated free books to over 50 

elementary-aged students. 
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ing a monthly group meeting.  He re-

cently purchased ñYour Baby Can 

Read,ò an educational program where 

they watch a video twice daily and com-

plete flashcard drills. 

    In addition to his dedication, Mr. Har-

ris dresses, feeds, and visits the park, 

library, and church regularly with Kim-

berley.  They also spend as much time 

outdoors as the weather permits.  He 

uses parallel talk (from PAT) to name 

the things that she sees or touches. Kim-

berley can say many words, counts, and 

knows her body parts. Hats off to you, 

Mr. Harris!  You are the ñSpotlight Fa-

therò for our quarterly newsletter. 

Helen Barrow 

PIRC Certified Parent Educator 

    Mr. Charles Harris is a second time 

father who deserves recognition for his 

commitment to his fifteen month old 

daughter and the PAT program. He also 

has a 30 year old son (Ashwuan). Mr. 

Harris gave up a lucrative job to assist 

Kimberleyôs mom with their daughter.  

He participates in her activities during 

PAT personal visits and completes the 

follow up activities. His favorite pas-

time is sharing books with his daughter, 

and reading has become a daily ritual 

that they both enjoy.  He has even mod-

eled book sharing for other parents dur-

Parent Spotlight: Mr. Charles Harris 

Each Monday, October 5  November 9, 2009 

Bilingual Prime Time Family Reading Time (Spanish/English )  

Location: Highland Center, Suite C-1 

Time: 6:00 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

Surfing My Way to Success 

Location: Highland Center, Suite C-4 

Time: 6:00 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

Ribbon Cutting: College Resource Center 

Location: Highland Center, College Resource Center 

Time: 6:00 8:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, October 12, 2009 

Budgeting Workshop 

Location: Highland Center, Suite C-2 

Time: 6:00 7:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

How Caddo Parish Special Education Programs Work 

Location: Highland Center, Suite C-2 

Time: 6:00 8:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, October 19, 2009 

Knowing Your Own Strengths 

Location: Highland Center, Suite C-2 

Time: 6:00 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009  

Learning to Get Along: Sharing and Taking Turns 

Location:  Highland Center, Suite C-4 

Time: 6:00 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 

Natchitoches Title I Parent Expo 

Location: Natchitoches Expo Center 

Time:  5:00  7 p.m. 

 

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

Understanding the School Report Card 

Location: Natchitoches Parish Media Center 

Time: 10:00 a.m. session &  5:30 p.m. session 

 

Monday, November 16, 2009 

Catch the Real Meaning of Life with Tim Tebow ( parent discussion)    

Location: Shreveport Convention Center  

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

iLEAP, LEAP, & Parental Involvement 

Location: Madison James Foster Elementary School Monroe, LA 

Time: 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 1 Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Louisiana High School Counselors Association Conference 

Location: Paragon Casino Resort Marksville, LA 

Time: 8:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 

October ðDecember 2009 Calendar  


